
MAKING THE DECISION TO BECOME A

PRIEST
RYAN BLACK FROM PORT GLASGOW IS ABOUT TO ENTER HIS 
THIRD YEAR AT SEMINARY.  WE ASKED THE 23-YEAR-OLD TO 

TELL US WHY HE DECIDED TO JOIN THE PRIESTHOOD.

I began to become inter-
ested in my 
as I progressed through 
St Michael’s Primary 
School and St Stephen’s 
High School. I became 
an altar server in Holy 
Family Church when I 
was eleven years old, 
serving for Fr (later 
Monsignor) Gerry Gal-
lagher and Fr Joe Burke.

FAITH

I stopped serving on my    
           birthday (because of    
               peer pressure 
more than anything else), but 
at that point I knew for certain 
that I wanted always to be part 
of the Church.

From a relatively early 
age I was sure that 
the Church would 

always be part of my 
life. My mum and 
dad are practicing 

Catholics, and so my 
brother and I were 

‘dragged along’ when 
we were very young.

16th

the plan was to go 
to university, get 

a job as a naval 
architect, get 

married, move to 
hong Kong and 

then thinK about 
becoming a deacon.

I did not believe in 
‘the call’; as far as 
I was concerned, 
the good men I 

had met who had 
become priests had 

done so because 
they had wanted to 
do so. For me, ‘the 
call’ was a cheesy 
way of defending a 

life-choice.

That all changed in 2011. 
By then I had returned 
to my own parish of St 

Francis in Port Glasgow. 
My parish priest, Joe 
Balmer, suggested I 

travel to South Africa 
for one month with 

other young people to 
establish a relationship 
between our own parish 

and parishes there. 

I thoroughly enjoyed 
the experIence, and It 
was only months later 
In march 2012 when I 

had my InItIal meetIng 
wIth the VocatIons 

dIrector at the tIme, 
Fr Frank hannIgan, that 

I realIsed that It 
was a major Factor In 
my dIscernment. eVer 
sInce I had returned 

From south aFrIca there 
had been some naggIng 
FeelIng that I should 

consIder the prIesthood.

Although there 
were many factors, 
the most important 
were PRAYER 
– especially in front 
of the BLESSED 
SACRAMENT – and 
honest dialogue with 
family, friends and 
God.

PRAYER

BLESSED
SACRAMENT

The nagging 
feeling got so 
strong that 
eventually 
I felt that I 
would actively 
be ignoring 
whatever was 
drawing me to 
priesthood if I 
did not at least 
enquire about the 
applicants’ year. 

Visit Ryan’s blog: www.scotinrome.blogspot.it
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